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HOUSE KEEPING

 This webinar will be recorded

 Participants will be muted during the presentation

 Please chat your questions in the Q&A window

 The RFA documents can be found at the SAMRC funding webpage

Request for Applications | SAMRC

https://www.samrc.ac.za/funding/request-for-applications


PRESENTATION OUTLINE
Welcome and Introduction
 Introduction-Scholarship Team
Scholarship Programme Background
 Objectives of the SAMRC Postgraduate Research Associate Programme
 Objectives of the National Health Research Enterprise Programme
 Purpose of the two RFAs
 Available funding and funding period
Application Requirements
 Eligible applicants
 Required Supporting Documents
Submission Process, Evaluation Process and Q&A



OVERVIEW OF THE SAMRC| RESEARCH AND INNOVATION
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CAREER AWARDS| RESEARCH GRANTS AND FELLOWSHIPS 

SCHOLARSHIPS| DOCTORAL AND MASTERS 

Extramural 
Postdoctoral 
Fellowship

The strategic goal # 4 of the SAMRC is “building capacity for the long-
term sustainability of the South African health research”.



HEALTH RESEARCH CAPACITY DEVELOPMENT PIPELINE

PhD
Emerging researcher: researcher development phase (formal training)  

Post doc
Early career researcher: not yet fully independent (receiving mentorship) 

ERS
Early investigators: establishing a research niche (career development)

Mid Career 
Scientists

Independent, experienced & established researcher



THE RCD TEAM

Dr Michelle Mulder 
RCD Line Executive 

Dr Abeda Dawood 
RCD Division Manager 

Abeda.Dawood@mrc.ac.za 

Dr Frederic Nduhirabandi 
Programme Manager: RCD Grants & 

Fellowships
Frederic.Nduhirabandi@mrc.ac.za

Dr Lindokuhle Ndlandla 
Programme Manager: RCD Scholarships

Lindokuhle.Ndlandla@mrc.ac.za

Ms Jo-Anne Engelbrecht
Programme Administrator: RCD

Grants and Scholarships
Jo-anne.Engelbrecht@mrc.ac.za

Mr s Andiswa Nene 
Project Coordinator: RCD 

Scholarships
Andiswa.Nene@mrc.ac.za

Ms Thandolwethu Zuna
Project Coordinator: RCD 
Grants and Fellowships

Ms Fallon Heinrich
RCD Intern

Fallon.Heinrich@mrc.ac.za

Ms Lerato Hlatshwayo
RCD Intern

Lerato.Hlatshwayo@mrc.ac.za

Ms Deney Christians
Junior Administrator

Scholarships 
Deney.Christians@mrc.ac.za

Mr Thabo Moleli
IT Intern – RCD and GHRU
Thabo.Moleli@mrc.ac.za
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Develop a vibrant and a 
transformed health research 
academic pipeline in SA that is 
adequately equipped to train 
healthcare workers and inspire a 
new generation of health/clinical 
researchers 

Develop a cadre of highly trained 
clinician-scientists who are likely 
to be attracted to and excel in 
careers in academic medicine.

MBChB/BChD/BNurs holders 

To equip candidates with 
postgraduate research 
experience through formal 
research training (MSc and 
PhD), collaborative research 
projects and dedicated 
mentorship from experienced 
SAMRC researchers.  
Research associates gain 
advanced skills, practical 
experience and professional 
readiness for appointment to 
research positions. 

To build and strengthen capacity 
in data-driven biomedical and 
health research by providing 
funding support to scholars 
undertaking Doctoral and 
master’s studies in Biostatistics 
or research programmes at the 
intersection of statistics, 
mathematics, biomedicine, 
computer science, data science, 
bioinformatics, epidemiology and 
health informatics.

Support employees in 
academic institutions or 
SAMRC units who are 
engaged in clinical/health 
research and wish to 
complete their doctoral 
degrees. 

To train and build an Africa-
based workforce and innovation 
pipeline for vaccine 
development, testing and 
manufacturing in Africa. The 
programme is geared to 
enhance Africa’s health and 
biotechnology human capital 
and to grow Africa’s workforce 
in vaccine manufacturing.

CSSFF MSc/PhD scholarships 
UWC Masters scholarships 
NMU medical scholarships 

NDoH
PHEF
NHRC 

SA Medical Schools SAMRC Intramural and 
Extramural Units

SA universities Health faculties of 
academic institutions 

CSSFF
Institutions offering specialized 
Master’s training in 
Vaccinology-related fields

Scholarship value = after-tax take-
home pay of the candidate, based 
on the salary scales of the 
relevant post (or equivalent) in the 
NDoH

Funding over 3 yrs (+ 1) for PhD

FT: R600K per annum
PT: up to R300K per annum
FT intercalated and nursing 
candidates

Funding over 3 yrs (+ 1) for PhD

PhD R250K per annum over 3 
yrs (+1)
MSc  R200K per annum, max 
support 2yrs

PhD R250K per annum over 3 
yrs (+1)
MSc  R200K per annum, max 
support 2yrs

Up to R250K once-off 
funding 

PT candidates

Varies
Funding over 3 yrs (+ 1) for PhD 
and max 2yrs for MSc

Additional support: research 
funds 

CLINICIAN-
RESEARCHER 
(MBChB-PhD) 

DEVELOPMENT 
PROGRAMME 

SAMRC 
POSTGRADUATE 

RESEARCH 
ASSOCIATE 

PROGRAMME 

BIOSTATISTICS 
CAPACITY 

DEVELOPMENT 
INITIATIVE 

RESEARCHER 
DEVELOPMENT 
PROGRAMME 

CSSFF
PROGRAMMES

(STRATEGIC)

BONGANI MAYOSI 
NATIONAL 
HEALTH 

SCHOLARS 
PROGRAMME



SCHOLARHSHIPS| GENERAL ELIGIBILITY  

1. SA citizen or permanent 
resident 2. Registered full-time PhD 

student at a South African 
University

3. Research project and where 
applicable, ethics approval 

4. Research project must be aligned with the 
national research priorities (Responsive to RFA)

NB: For Equity and redress, preference is given to
scholars from under-represented groups/institutions
and/or underprioritized/funded research areas.



SAMRC POSTGRADUATE RESEARCH ASSOCIATE PROGRAMME
Objective To equip with postgraduate research experience through formal research training

(Masters and Doctoral studies), collaborative research projects and dedicated
mentorship from experienced SAMRC researchers. Research associates gain
advanced skills, practical experience and professional readiness for appointment
to research positions.

RFA Purpose Attract candidates in emerging/strategic research areas or fields where 
researchers from designated groups are underrepresented

Scholarship value PhD: 250,000 p.a. x 3 years (+1*)

MSc: 200,000 p.a. x 2 years

Funding period Funding over 3 yrs (+ 1*) for PhD and max 2yrs for MSc

* Additional year of funding on compelling motivation (PhD) 

Deadline Tuesday, 22 September 2026- 23:59



PRA| PRIORITY RESEARCH AREAS 

Infectious 
diseases

Health systems 
and policy 
research

Digital health 
and artificial 
intelligence 

Maternal, child 
and adolescent 

health 

Non-
communicable 

diseases
Genomics 

Climate 
change and 

health
Antimicrobial 
Resistance 



PRA| STRATEGIC RESEARCH FIELDS 

Biostatistics Bioethics Bioinformatics Data Science Digital Health

Demography Epidemiology Environmental 
Public Health

Evolutionary 
Virology

Implementation 
and 

Translational 
Science

Health 
Economics Genomics

Immunology and 
Structural 
Biology

Behavioral 
Science 



REQUIREMENTS Masters PhD 

Fully developed & officially approved 
research proposal and ethics approval 
Abstract (concept note_MSc) N/A 1st yr in 2026
Research project must fall within the SAMRC 
priority research areas 

Written commitment of participation by a 
research unit director who is willing to host 
the student for the entire duration of the 
degree.

Main or co-supervisor must be based at 
SAMRC

Supervisor/s must have research funding for 
the project and appropriate facilities for the 
scholar to conduct the research project 
effectively

SAMRC POSTGRADUATE RESEARCH ASSOCIATE PROGRAMME



SAMRC POSTGRADUATE RESEARCH ASSOCIATE PROGRAMME 
 SAMRC intramural units

 SAMRC extramural units

 SAMRC research centres and platforms

 Masters funded for 1 year
 Masters in scarce skills and candidates 

registered in HDIs funded for 2 years 

 1st year Masters in 2026
-University admission letter & letter confirming 
approval of the candidate’s research concept note 
by both SAMRC and academic supervisors



THE APPLICATION PROCESS



THE APPLICATION PROCESS
Step 1a – External Applicants and Supervisors must register or login to the
Research and Innovation Management System (RIMS) asap.

Step 1b – Internal Applicants must login to the Research and Innovation
Management System (RIMS) by 22 September 2026.

Step 2 – All Applicants to complete the online application and upload all the
required supporting documents by 22 September 2026.

Step 3 – The SAMRC research supervisor must complete the research
supervisor’s commitment form and submit the application by 29 September
2026.

https://rims.samrc.ac.za/converis/registration/registernew?lang=en_GB
https://rims.samrc.ac.za/converis/secure/login
https://rims.samrc.ac.za/converis/secure/client/login


RIMS SUBMISSION PROCESS 
Register External 

Applicant

Internal 
Applicant

Both the supervisor and the applicant/student 
need to register on RIMS first!

See video below on how to register: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gvWJEfhJyho

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gvWJEfhJyho


APPLICANT| RIMS SUBMISSION PROCESS 



APPLICANT| RIMS SUBMISSION PROCESS 
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APPLICANT| RIMS SUBMISSION PROCESS 
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APPLICANT| RIMS SUBMISSION PROCESS 



REQUEST FOR SUPERVISOR COMMITMENT FORM 

Please note that the supervisor will be unable to complete this section until they have
registered on RIMS.



SUPERVISOR| RIMS SUBMISSION PROCESS 



SUPERVISOR| RIMS SUBMISSION PROCESS 
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SUPERVISOR| RIMS SUBMISSION PROCESS 



NATIONAL HEALTH RESEARCH ENTERPRISE DOCTORAL  
PROGRAMME 

Objective Aims to strengthen South Africa's health research capacity by supporting exceptional
doctoral candidates conducting innovative, multidisciplinary research on priority
health challenges. The programme is designed to nurture the next generation of
health researchers and ensure continued scientific excellence and innovation with
impact both nationally and globally.

RFA Purpose To build a pipeline of highly skilled PhD graduates in the health sciences who will
drive health research and innovation in South Africa and contribute to global health
impact.

Applicants working on cross-cutting technologies such as digital health, artificial
intelligence, and genomics are encouraged.

Scholarship value PhD: 250,000 p.a. x 3 years 
MSc: 200,000 p.a. x 2 years

Funding period Funding over 3 yrs

Deadline Tuesday, September 22, 2026 - 23:59



NATIONAL HEALTH RESEARCH ENTERPRISE DOCTORAL PROGRAMME 
 South African citizen or permanent resident.
 Must hold a master’s degree. 

 Full-time PhD candidates in public academic 
institutions in South Africa

 Officially approved research proposal and ethics 
clearance (where applicable) for the PhD project. 
Ethics under review? 

 Written commitment from a research supervisor 
(supervisor commitment form)

 Supervisor must have research funding for the 
project and appropriate facilities for the scholar



NHRE DOCTORAL PROGRAMME:  PRIORITY RESEARCH AREAS 

HIV,TB and other 
communicable 

diseases

Health system 
strengthening and 

policy research
Pandemic 

Preparedness

Maternal, child and 
adolescent health 

Non-communicable 
diseases Climate and Health 



THE APPLICATION PROCESS



NHRE DOCTOTAL PROGRAMMEAPPLICATION PROCESS
How to apply

Opening date: 
Closing date:

28 July 2026
22 September 2026, 23:59

Three-step process: 
Step 1 – Applicant to complete the online application.
Step 2 – Applicant to upload all the required supporting documents.
Step 3 - Research supervisor or proposed supervisor must complete the research supervisor’s commitment form and 
submit the application.

REDCAP



REDCAP SUBMISSION PROCESS
1

2



REDCAP SUBMISSION PROCESS
3



REDCAP SUBMISSION PROCESS4



SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS!!!



REDCAP SUBMISSION PROCESS
5



REDCAP SUBMISSION PROCESS
Email Confirmation| Applicant 



REDCAP SUBMISSION PROCESS
Supervisor Commitment Form



EVALUATION CRITERIA

The crucial aspect of scholarship criteria is that you must show how you meet and perhaps even exceed them.

Review Criteria Description 

1. Suitability of the candidate 1. Academic merit and candidate’s research experience 
2. Specific and clear career goals (cover letter)
3. Past research outputs (journal articles, conference presentations and 

proceedings, book chapters, patents and awards)

2. Quality of science Scientific merit and feasibility (3 yrs for a PhD)
Alignment to the call’s research priority areas, originality, clear objectives, 
research methodology and potential impact

3. Supervisor’s track record in the last 5 years Past contributions to knowledge production and mentorship (e.g., 
postgraduate students’ supervision, journal articles, book chapters, 
designs and patents etc.)

4. Research environment Institutional and/supervisor’s support for the applicant through providing 
research infrastructure, project funding and an enabling environment.  

5. Equity
Race, gender and institution 

Race , gender and institutions (Historically Disadvantaged Institutions vs 
Historically Advantaged Institutions) 



THANK YOU

WWW.SAMRC.AC.ZA

@MRC @SAMRC.ZA

http://www.samrc.ac.za/
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