SOUTH AFRICAN
NATIONAL CAUSE-OF-DEATH

VALIDATION STUDY

| VERBAL AUTOPSY NARRATIVES:
HOME ASSIGNMENT ANSWERS

SAMRC Burden of Disease Research Unit | July 2020

e, DA
/// Philanthropics M HE

7



sarah
Typewritten Text
SAMRC Burden of Disease Research Unit | July 2020


VALIDATION PROJECT

NATIONAL CAUSE-OF-DEATH 0

Verbal Autopsy Review

Final Home Assignment




Instructions

. The narratives from 13 verbal autopsy interviews are saved in this document.
Each case has a unique study identifier (USID)

. The responses from the VA interviews for each case are in the document Final
VAdata _home assignment.xlsx in the dropbox folder named VA home
assignment. The VA questions are in the first column on the left. Each column
thereafter is one case again identified by the unique study identifier in the
second row.

. The pdfs of the verbal autopsy records are also saved in the dropbox folder and
named using the USID.

. Instructions for accessing Kobotools are attached in a separate document.

. Read through the narrative and go through the verbal autopy interview
responses for a case.

. Summarise the sequence of events and salient positive and negative findings
from the narrative and the interview responses. A worksheet has been
provided in this document to facilitate this — this does not have to be
submitted this is for your own use and is optional.

. Logon to Kobotools as you did for the certification assessment.

. Open the Verbal autopsy review form and complete the form for the first case.
Save the completed form as a draft. (Name the form VA case 1). Open the form
again and Submit. Repeat this for all 13 cases naming the forms according to
the case number.

. Please note that the Underlying cause should be entered on the lowest
completed line of Part I. Should your causal sequence consist of less than 4
lines then line d) Underlying cause should be left empty. The assumption is
that the underlying cause is reported on the lowest completed line even if that
is line a).

10. At the end of the form you will be asked to provide the “evidence” from the

narrative and the interview, that you used to determine the underlying cause
of death and causal sequence.



VA Case 1: USID 103030 (for VA interview data see Excel sheet)




VA Case 1: USID 103030
Notes: (Use of this is optional — may be useful in preparing data for entry into kobotool form)

Date of birth: Date of death: Age if DOB unknown:

Sex: Male /Female/Unknown

After reading narrative and reviewing the VA interview answers provide a brief description of events
leading to death in chronological sequence. Include relevant history, diagnoses, investigation results
(if mentioned) and salient positive and negative findings from VA interview.

26 yr female. HIV positive x 1 year. History of admission for severe headaches diagnosed as
meningitis and treated. Discharged on treatment — a few weeks later headaches recurred and
readmitted. Died while waiting for transfer to regional hospital.

Based upon the evidence reported in the narrative or VA interview certify the cause of death.
(There will be cases where it might be very difficult to identify the underlying cause of death. Try hard
to assign a cause of death but do not make things up.)

Manner of death: Natural/Unnatural/Unknown

If Unnatural: Homicide/Suicide/Road accident/Other accident/

Medical certificate of cause of death

Part I: Cause of death sequence Duration
a. Immediate cause Meningitis 4 weeks
b. Antecedent cause HIV/AIDS 1 year

c. Antecedent cause
d. Underlying cause
Part Il: Contributing conditions
If female was she pregnant at the time of death or up to 42 days prior to No
death? (Yes/No/Unknown)
If death was perinatal, state conditions of mother that may have affected the fetus.

Birth weight (g)




VA Case 2: USID 103024

VA Case 2: USID 103024



Notes: (Use of this is optional — may be useful in preparing data for entry into kobotool form)

Date of birth: Date of death: Age if DOB unknown:

Sex: Male /Female/Unknown

After reading narrative and reviewing the VA interview answers provide a brief description of events
leading to death in chronological sequence. Include relevant history, diagnoses, investigation results
(if mentioned) and salient positive and negative findings from VA interview.

Based upon the evidence reported in the narrative or VA interview certify the cause of death.
(There will be cases where it might be very difficult to identify the underlying cause of death. Try hard
to assign a cause of death but do not make things up.)

Manner of death: Natural/Unnatural/Unknown

If Unnatural: Homicide/Suicide/Road accident/Other accident/

Medical certificate of cause of death

Part I: Cause of death sequence Duration
a. Immediate cause Intracranial bleed Hours
b. Antecedent cause Head injury hours
c. Antecedent cause Fall (?accidental or intentional) hours

d. Underlying cause
Part Il: Contributing conditions | Haemophilia, VP shunt for hydrocephalus (29
years); epilepsy

If female was she pregnant at the time of death or up to 42 days prior to
death? (Yes/No/Unknown)

If death was perinatal, state conditions of mother that may have affected the fetus.




VA Case 3: USID 703063




VA Case 3: USID 703063
Notes: (Use of this is optional — may be useful in preparing data for entry into kobotool form)

Date of birth: Date of death: Age if DOB unknown:

Sex: Male /Female/Unknown

After reading narrative and reviewing the VA interview answers provide a brief description of events
leading to death in chronological sequence. Include relevant history, diagnoses, investigation results
(if mentioned) and salient positive and negative findings from VA interview.

Based upon the evidence reported in the narrative or VA interview certify the cause of death.
(There will be cases where it might be very difficult to identify the underlying cause of death. Try hard
to assign a cause of death but do not make things up.)

Manner of death: Natural/Unnatural/Unknown

If Unnatural: Homicide/Suicide/Road accident/Other accident/

Medical certificate of cause of death

Part I: Cause of death sequence Duration
a. Immediate cause Heart failure

b. Antecedent cause Renal failure

c. Antecedent cause Hypertensive heart and renal disease

d. Underlying cause
Part Il: Contributing conditions | Chronic diarrhoea

If female was she pregnant at the time of death or up to 42 days prior to
death? (Yes/No/Unknown)

If death was perinatal, state conditions of mother that may have affected the fetus.




VA Case 4: USID 701112




VA Case 4: USID 701112
Notes: (Use of this is optional — may be useful in preparing data for entry into kobotool form)

Date of birth: Date of death: Age if DOB unknown:

Sex: Male /Female/Unknown

After reading narrative and reviewing the VA interview answers provide a brief description of events
leading to death in chronological sequence. Include relevant history, diagnoses, investigation results
(if mentioned) and salient positive and negative findings from VA interview.

Based upon the evidence reported in the narrative or VA interview certify the cause of death.
(There will be cases where it might be very difficult to identify the underlying cause of death. Try hard
to assign a cause of death but do not make things up.)

Manner of death: Natural/Unnatural/Unknown

If Unnatural: Homicide/Suicide/Road accident/Other accident/

Medical certificate of cause of death

Part I: Cause of death sequence Duration
a. Immediate cause Unknown
b. Antecedent cause

c. Antecedent cause

d. Underlying cause

Part Il: Contributing conditions
If female was she pregnant at the time of death or up to 42 days prior to
death? (Yes/No/Unknown)

If death was perinatal, state conditions of mother that may have affected the fetus.
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VA Case 5: USID 801209

11



VA Case 5: USID 801209
Notes: (Use of this is optional — may be useful in preparing data for entry into kobotool form)

Date of birth: Date of death: Age if DOB unknown:

Sex: Male /Female/Unknown

After reading narrative and reviewing the VA interview answers provide a brief description of events
leading to death in chronological sequence. Include relevant history, diagnoses, investigation results
(if mentioned) and salient positive and negative findings from VA interview.

Based upon the evidence reported in the narrative or VA interview certify the cause of death.
(There will be cases where it might be very difficult to identify the underlying cause of death. Try hard
to assign a cause of death but do not make things up.)

Manner of death: Natural/Unnatural/Unknown

If Unnatural: Homicide/Suicide/Road accident/Other accident/

Medical certificate of cause of death

Part I: Cause of death sequence Duration
a. Immediate cause Suicide by hanging
b. Antecedent cause

c. Antecedent cause

d. Underlying cause

Part Il: Contributing conditions
If female was she pregnant at the time of death or up to 42 days prior to
death? (Yes/No/Unknown)

If death was perinatal, state conditions of mother that may have affected the fetus.
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VA Case 6: USID 703179
Notes: (Use of this is optional — may be useful in preparing data for entry into kobotool form)

Date of birth: Date of death: Age if DOB unknown:

Sex: Male /Female/Unknown

After reading narrative and reviewing the VA interview answers provide a brief description of events
leading to death in chronological sequence. Include relevant history, diagnoses, investigation results
(if mentioned) and salient positive and negative findings from VA interview.

Based upon the evidence reported in the narrative or VA interview certify the cause of death.
(There will be cases where it might be very difficult to identify the underlying cause of death. Try hard
to assign a cause of death but do not make things up.)

Manner of death: Natural/Unnatural/Unknown

If Unnatural: Homicide/Suicide/Road accident/Other accident/

Medical certificate of cause of death

Part I: Cause of death sequence Duration
a. Immediate cause Cervical cancer (? Uterine cancer)
b. Antecedent cause

c. Antecedent cause

d. Underlying cause

Part Il: Contributing conditions
If female was she pregnant at the time of death or up to 42 days prior to
death? (Yes/No/Unknown)

If death was perinatal, state conditions of mother that may have affected the fetus.
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VA Case 7: USID 801298

15



VA Case 7: USID 801298
Notes: (Use of this is optional — may be useful in preparing data for entry into kobotool form)

Date of birth: Date of death: Age if DOB unknown:

Sex: Male /Female/Unknown

After reading narrative and reviewing the VA interview answers provide a brief description of events
leading to death in chronological sequence. Include relevant history, diagnoses, investigation results
(if mentioned) and salient positive and negative findings from VA interview.

Based upon the evidence reported in the narrative or VA interview certify the cause of death.
(There will be cases where it might be very difficult to identify the underlying cause of death. Try hard
to assign a cause of death but do not make things up.)

Manner of death: Natural/Unnatural/Unknown

If Unnatural: Homicide/Suicide/Road accident/Other accident/

Medical certificate of cause of death

Part I: Cause of death sequence Duration
a. Immediate cause Diarrhoea 2 months
b. Antecedent cause HIV/AIDS 3 years

c. Antecedent cause

d. Underlying cause

Part Il: Contributing conditions
If female was she pregnant at the time of death or up to 42 days prior to
death? (Yes/No/Unknown)

If death was perinatal, state conditions of mother that may have affected the fetus.
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VA Case 8: USID 801101
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VA Case 8: USID 801101
Notes: (Use of this is optional — may be useful in preparing data for entry into kobotool form)

Date of birth: Date of death: Age if DOB unknown:

Sex: Male /Female/Unknown

After reading narrative and reviewing the VA interview answers provide a brief description of events
leading to death in chronological sequence. Include relevant history, diagnoses, investigation results
(if mentioned) and salient positive and negative findings from VA interview.

Based upon the evidence reported in the narrative or VA interview certify the cause of death.
(There will be cases where it might be very difficult to identify the underlying cause of death. Try hard
to assign a cause of death but do not make things up.)

Manner of death: Natural/Unnatural/Unknown

If Unnatural: Homicide/Suicide/Road accident/Other accident/

Medical certificate of cause of death

Part I: Cause of death sequence Duration
a. Immediate cause Pulmonary TB
b. Antecedent cause

c. Antecedent cause

d. Underlying cause

Part Il: Contributing conditions
If female was she pregnant at the time of death or up to 42 days prior to
death? (Yes/No/Unknown)

If death was perinatal, state conditions of mother that may have affected the fetus.
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VA Case 9: USID 702015
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VA Case 9: USID 702015
Notes: (Use of this is optional — may be useful in preparing data for entry into kobotool form)

Date of birth: Date of death: Age if DOB unknown:

Sex: Male /Female/Unknown

After reading narrative and reviewing the VA interview answers provide a brief description of events
leading to death in chronological sequence. Include relevant history, diagnoses, investigation results
(if mentioned) and salient positive and negative findings from VA interview.

Based upon the evidence reported in the narrative or VA interview certify the cause of death.
(There will be cases where it might be very difficult to identify the underlying cause of death. Try hard
to assign a cause of death but do not make things up.)

Manner of death: Natural/Unnatural/Unknown

If Unnatural: Homicide/Suicide/Road accident/Other accident/

Medical certificate of cause of death

Part I: Cause of death sequence Duration
a. Immediate cause Acute Liver failure

b. Antecedent cause Hepatitis

c. Antecedent cause HIV/AIDS

d. Underlying cause

Part Il: Contributing conditions
If female was she pregnant at the time of death or up to 42 days prior to
death? (Yes/No/Unknown)

If death was perinatal, state conditions of mother that may have affected the fetus.
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VA Case 10: USID 501059
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VA Case 10: USID 501059
Notes: (Use of this is optional — may be useful in preparing data for entry into kobotool form)

Date of birth: Date of death: Age if DOB unknown:

Sex: Male /Female/Unknown

After reading narrative and reviewing the VA interview answers provide a brief description of events
leading to death in chronological sequence. Include relevant history, diagnoses, investigation results
(if mentioned) and salient positive and negative findings from VA interview.

Based upon the evidence reported in the narrative or VA interview certify the cause of death.
(There will be cases where it might be very difficult to identify the underlying cause of death. Try hard
to assign a cause of death but do not make things up.)

Manner of death: Natural/Unnatural/Unknown

If Unnatural: Homicide/Suicide/Road accident/Other accident/

Medical certificate of cause of death

Part I: Cause of death sequence Duration
a. Immediate cause Renal failure
b. Antecedent cause Hypertension

c. Antecedent cause

d. Underlying cause

Part Il: Contributing conditions
If female was she pregnant at the time of death or up to 42 days prior to
death? (Yes/No/Unknown)

If death was perinatal, state conditions of mother that may have affected the fetus.
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VA Case 11: USID 303096
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VA Case 11: USID 303096
Notes: (Use of this is optional — may be useful in preparing data for entry into kobotool form)

Date of birth: Date of death: Age if DOB unknown:

Sex: Male /Female/Unknown

After reading narrative and reviewing the VA interview answers provide a brief description of events
leading to death in chronological sequence. Include relevant history, diagnoses, investigation results
(if mentioned) and salient positive and negative findings from VA interview.

Based upon the evidence reported in the narrative or VA interview certify the cause of death.
(There will be cases where it might be very difficult to identify the underlying cause of death. Try hard
to assign a cause of death but do not make things up.)

Manner of death: Natural/Unnatural/Unknown

If Unnatural: Homicide/Suicide/Road accident/Other accident/

Medical certificate of cause of death

Part I: Cause of death sequence Duration
a. Immediate cause Cerebrovascular accident
b. Antecedent cause
c. Antecedent cause
d. Underlying cause
Part Il: Contributing conditions | Diabetes; hypertension

If female was she pregnant at the time of death or up to 42 days prior to
death? (Yes/No/Unknown)

If death was perinatal, state conditions of mother that may have affected the fetus.

24



VA Case 12: USID 501304
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VA Case 12: USID 501304
Notes: (Use of this is optional — may be useful in preparing data for entry into kobotool form)

Date of birth: Date of death: Age if DOB unknown:

Sex: Male /Female/Unknown

After reading narrative and reviewing the VA interview answers provide a brief description of events
leading to death in chronological sequence. Include relevant history, diagnoses, investigation results
(if mentioned) and salient positive and negative findings from VA interview.

Based upon the evidence reported in the narrative or VA interview certify the cause of death.
(There will be cases where it might be very difficult to identify the underlying cause of death. Try hard
to assign a cause of death but do not make things up.)

Manner of death: Natural/Unnatural/Unknown

If Unnatural: Homicide/Suicide/Road accident/Other accident/

Medical certificate of cause of death

Part I: Cause of death sequence Duration
a. Immediate cause Unknown
b. Antecedent cause

c. Antecedent cause

d. Underlying cause

Part Il: Contributing conditions
If female was she pregnant at the time of death or up to 42 days prior to
death? (Yes/No/Unknown)

If death was perinatal, state conditions of mother that may have affected the fetus.

Birth weight (g)
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VA Case 13: USID 701147
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VA Case 13: USID 701147
Notes: (Use of this is optional — may be useful in preparing data for entry into kobotool form)

Date of birth: Date of death: Age if DOB unknown:

Sex: Male /Female/Unknown

After reading narrative and reviewing the VA interview answers provide a brief description of events
leading to death in chronological sequence. Include relevant history, diagnoses, investigation results
(if mentioned) and salient positive and negative findings from VA interview.

Based upon the evidence reported in the narrative or VA interview certify the cause of death.
(There will be cases where it might be very difficult to identify the underlying cause of death. Try hard
to assign a cause of death but do not make things up.)

Manner of death: Natural/Unnatural/Unknown

If Unnatural: Homicide/Suicide/Road accident/Other accident/

Medical certificate of cause of death

Part I: Cause of death sequence Duration
a. Immediate cause Hydrocephalus
b. Antecedent cause
c. Antecedent cause
d. Underlying cause
Part Il: Contributing conditions | LBW due to prematurity 28 weeks

If female was she pregnant at the time of death or up to 42 days prior to
death? (Yes/No/Unknown)

If death was perinatal, state conditions of mother that may have affected the fetus.

Birth weight (g) 1000g
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