
THE SOUTH AFRICAN MEDICAL RESEARCH COUNCIL (SAMRC) 
is a pioneering and collaborative institution that prides itself in medical research excellence. As a 
public entity primarily funded by the National Department of Health, we focus on the top 10 causes 
of mortality in South Africa.

A CAREER DEDICATED TO HIV RESEARCH

“Our sincere gratitude to all 
funders, communities, government 

and global partners for helping us 
advance life through our research & 

development agenda”.  

PROFESSOR GLENDA GRAY
PRESIDENT & CEO, SAMRC
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MBBCH Medicine, WITS University

Received FCP (Paed) SA, College of Medicine South Africa

HIV started to explode in pregnant women in South Africa, the wards were getting 
full of children with HIV, deaths amongst children started increasing: Doctors 

discovered that HIV was transmitted through breastfeeding and  designed a study 
that looked at breastmilk transmission and whether HIV infected women could safely 

feed their babies in Soweto

Started the UNAIDS PETRA study, a study that looked at various durations of AZT/3TC therapy 
to reduce perinatal transmission. This was a multi-centered trial, Prof Gray was one of the 

investigators and enrolled women at Chris Hani Baragwanath Hospital

Awarded Femina Woman of the 90’s, a national award in South Africa for the recognition of 
work done in HIV perinatal transmission research and policy development in South Africa.

Edgars Club Magazine: Everyday Hero Award

International Fogarty Fellowship

Longevity Magazine Millennium Collectors issue: profiled as one of 
the five icons of the Century

The Mail & Guardian top 10 “Movers and Shakers”

Profiled in the Science Magazine with James McIntyre - The Will and the Way

Received Nelson Mandela Health and Human Rights Award
for pioneering work in mother-to-child HIV transmission

2002 City Press Rapport Prestige Award for South Africa’s inspirational women achievers

2003 Mail & Guardian: 100 South Africans making their mark in health in the next 10 years

Profiled in “Inspirational Women at Work”alongside 51 other women 
including Helen Suzman, Mamphele Ramphele and Maria Ramos

Joint Award: Heroes in Medicine award of the International 
Association of Physicians in AIDS Care (IAPAC)

True Love Magazine: “Ten women of substance”



SOUTH AFRICAN MEDICAL RESEARCH COUNCIL 
www.samrc.ac.za

2010 Lead HVTN 073: the first HIV vaccine trial of the South 
African AIDS Vaccines Initiative’s vaccine candidates

The Ngaly-Mann lectureship at Conference  
on Retroviruses and Opportunistic Infections 

2009 Awarded N’Galy – Mann lectureship in recognition of HIV research contribution

2008 Chaired the first HIV efficacy trial in South Africa, HVTN 503 / Phambili

2013 Received the order of Mapungubwe (Silver) – highest order by the President 
for achievements in Prevention of mother-to-child transmission in South Africa

Vice-Chair: Orange Babies South Africa: a charity aimed at 
minimizing the impact of HIV/AIDS on women and children

The European & Developing Countries Clinical Trials 
Partnership (EDCTP): Outstanding African Scientist

First Female President of the SAMRC

2014 Appointed Director of Office of AIDS Research, SAMRC

2015 Fellow of the African Academy of Science

NRF A1 rated scientist

2016 The world Academy of Sciences (TWAS-ROSSA) Regional Office of sub-Saharan Africa 
Regional Prizes in Building Scientific Institutions awarded to exceptional scientist

Chair of HVTN 702; (UHAMBO) the first pivotal HIV 
vaccine efficacy study to be conducted in South Africa

2017 Chair of the Global Alliances for the Chronic Diseases (GACD) 
Leading Research Collaborations on Chronic diseases worldwide

Honorary Doctor in Science, Stellenbosch University

2007 Admitted to the Academy of Sciences, South Africa
and now chairs their standing committee on health

NIH funded HIV vaccine Clinical Trials Network Co-Principal Investigator

Nominated into the Institute of Medicine, of the Academy of Science, now the National
Academy of Medicine, one of a handful of South Africans to be admitted into the Academy    

2011 Rated an A rated scientist by the National Research Foundation

2012 Received a Doctor of science (honoris causa) from Simon Fraser University  
for work conducted in the field of mother-to-child transmission of HIV

American Academy of Microbiology Fellow in recognition to outstanding
contribution to the science and profession of microbiology

TIME 100 MOST INFLUENTIAL PEOPLE IN THE WORLD

NRF A1 rated scientist

Honorary Doctor of Laws, Rhodes University

20182018

2019

2020 ForbesPan-African list of 50 most powerful women on the African continent




