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ÁStaff and pathologists at participating MLLs and 
Forensic Medicine departments.

ÁNational and Provincial Departmentsof Health

ÁState Forensic Pathology Services

ÁMembers of the NIMSS team



LEADING GLOBAL CAUSES OF DEATH, 2004 AND 2030 

COMPARED



·Injuries are the 2nd leading cause of death and DALYs lost in 
South Africa

·The overall injury death rate of 157.8 per 100 000 population is 
nearly twice the global average

·Substantial burden of preventable 

mortality, physical and emotional 

disability, impacts on social and 

economic development, co-morbidity

(HIV/AIDS, abuse of alcohol and illicit 

substances)



Females

Males

Source: South African Burden of Disease Study 2000
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Statistics South Africa, 2009. Mortality and causes of death in South Africa, 2007: Findings from death notification, Pretoria: Statistics 

South Africa. Available at: www.statssa.gov.za.
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History

·Established in 1999

·Includes all deaths due to external causes

·Based on information from existing medico-legal 

investigative procedures

·Attempts to attempts to address gaps in 

information from existing systems, i.e. death 

notification and SAPS



· Ongoingand systematic information about the 
incidence, causes and consequences of all non-natural 
deaths at all levels

· Identificationof new injury trends and emerging 
problem areas

· Priorities for injury and violence prevention action

· Evaluate direct and indirect violence and injury 
prevention and control measures

· Monitor seasonal and longitudinal changes in the non-
natural death profile
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Nine participating medico 
legal laboratories (MLLs) in 

Gauteng 

Descriptive findings in this 
report are the result of an 

automated report 
generating process ɀ

caution

relatively few cases of date 
and time of injury were 

available, date and time of 
death have been reported 

instead

While death would have 
occurred at the time of 
injury for a majority of 
cases, some victims will 
have died hours or days 

after the injury itself

City MLL Total
Bronkhorstspruit Bronkhorstspruit 317

Ekurhuleni Springs 1235

Heidelberg Heidelberg 291

Johannesburg Diepkloof 1738

Ekurhuleni Germiston 2678

Johannesburg Johannesburg 2531

Johannesburg Roodepoort 1409

Johannesburg Sebokeng 1376

Tshwane Ga-rankuwa 1155

Total 12 730



Violence, 3671, 

32%

Suicide, 1278, 

11%

Undetermined, 

2195, 19%

Other Unintentional, 

937, 

8%

Transport, 3248, 

29%

Other, 4185, 37%
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13.0%

Female, 

15.8%

Female, 

19.5%

Female, 

26.7%

Female, 

29.1%
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